210              LET THERE BE SCULPTURE

Sir George Hill answered tins letter by writing to The
Times ;

SIR,

In his letter to you of to-day's date Mr. Jacob Epstein
refers to Ms letter of May 2nd, 1921, in which he complained of
the (* cleaning " and restoring of the Greek Marbles at the British
Museum, particularly the Demeter of Gnidus, He now complains
that Ms protest went xxnheeded $ but he must have missed the
statement of your issue on May 5rd and Professor Gardiner's
letter of May 4th, Had he read these he would have understood
that the Demeter had not been cleaned in the drastic way which
he alleged. The " restoration " was confined to the experimental
addition of the nose in plaster which could be easily, and was
indeed immediately afterwards, removed,

A point that was not made in those communications, however,
may be mentioned here. The Demoter has never had a " mellow
golden patine " within living memory* (My own memories of
her go back to the eighties.) But the plaster cast which, for safety's
sake, filled her place during the War was of a nice yellow colour.
Mr. Epstein must have become accustomed to the cast, which less
expert critics than himself may well have taken for an original.

I may be allowed to add that no such thing as *' restoration " of
the Parthenon Marbles has been or will be undertaken as long as
the authorities of the British Museum have them in their keeping $
and no " cleaning " other than simple washing with neutral soap
and distilled water is authorised in the Museum. I am, Sir, your
obedient servant,                                              GEOKGE H^

(May 20ft, 1939.)

I answered this letter of Sir George Hill's by writing to
The Times on May 22nd, 1959, as follows :

SIR,

With regard to the Elgin Marbles and the Demeter of
Cnidus, Sir George Hill in his letter in your issue of to-day imagines
that I took no cognisance of the letters and statements following
my letter of May 2nd, 1921, He mentions Professor Percy Gar-
diner's letter of May 4th, 1921, in which, as I recall, the Professor
indulged himself in what was to my mind merely a scholastic
discussion and ignored the vital issues at stake*